
ASTRONOMY SYLLABUS

Mrs. Tacquard
Email- atacquard@alvinisd.net
Website- https://www.alvinisd.net/Domain/5705

REQUIRED for classroom Remind101: Text @ASTROTAC22 to 81010

Welcome to Astronomy. This course is the study of the sun, moon, stars, planets, comets,
gas, galaxies, gas, dust and other non-Earthly bodies and phenomena. It is concerned with
the evolution, physics, chemistry, meteorology, and motion of celestial objects, as well as
the formation and development of the universe. Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences.
Astronomers of early civilizations performed methodical observations of the night sky, and
astronomical artifacts have been found from much earlier periods. Historically, astronomy
has included disciplines as diverse as astrometry, celestial navigation, observational
astronomy, and the making of calendars. This is going to be a very productive and fun year
for you all. We will work on developing scientific skills that are essential to your success in
all aspects of this course. These skills will include but are not limited to: observation,
experimental design, testing hypotheses, making conclusions, and communicating results.
The activities will vary between lecture, lab, discussion, utilizing online resources and
creating our interactive notebooks. The following includes important information about my
classroom policies and procedures. Please keep this sheet as a resource so that you can
refer back to it when you have questions.

Required Materials: students will need these items on a daily basis.
Spiral notebook, composition notebook (for labs), pencil, and pens (black, blue, and red
ink)

Grading
30% major (tests, labs) 70% daily (quizzes and homework)

Classroom Behavior
1) We will practice safety procedures and guidelines at all times (including social
distancing and safety contract information)
2) Everyone will be respectful to all views and respectful of everyone’s belongings.
3) Raise your hand to be acknowledged before speaking,
4) We will bring all materials needed to class daily.
5) Student who are not on time to class will be marked tardy.

Make-up Work
Consistent attendance is absolutely essential to succeed in Astronomy. Whenever a student
is absent, it is very important that the student confer with the teacher the day of his/her
return.  It is much easier and better for the student to “catch up” before he/she returns to
class.  For all cases of absences please refer to the student handbook. Briefly, students who



miss  work such as test/quizzes/labs due to excused absences have two day of make-up
time for
each day the student is absent. Absences due to school business (including extra-curricular
activities) require that students arrange for work in advance of the absence.

Homework
To receive full credit, homework must be turned in the next class period from which it was
assigned (unless specified by the teacher).
If a student has an excused absence, work due the day he/she was absence is due at the
beginning of the period of the day that the student returns. It is the responsibility of the
student to turn in the assignment without prompting from the teacher.

Tests
Tests are to be made up in accordance with the school’s make-up policy. If a student is
absent the day of a scheduled test, he/she is expected to take the test the day he/she
returns.

Labs
Labs missed will be completed by obtaining the data or information gathered during the
lab procedure from his/her lab partner or group. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain
the information within the time allowed for absences and the student will be hold
accountable for the information during the testing situation on that particular unit. Lab
grades are based on participation, adherence to safety regulations, housekeeping, and the
written report. The only information that may be shared or copied for lab reports is DATA.

Tardiness
You will be counted tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings. No exceptions!!!
Being 10 minutes late to class is an automatic absence in accordance to district
policy. When you enter the class tardy, you must sign the tardy log sheet.

Cheating
Sharing answers during assessments (tests, quizzes, labs..ect) is strictly forbidden and
anyone thought or seen to be cheating will receive a zero on the assignment. There will be
no talking during these exercises. Talking during quizzes and tests will result in a zero for
the assignment and office referral. Also, cheating on any AVL distance learning is subject to
a grade of a ZERO.

Problem Solving
For ANY mathematical problem to be solved whether on homework, quizzes, labs, or tests.
ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN FOR FULL CREDIT.

Cell Phone Policy
No phones allowed in the classroom unless instructed by the teacher of record. Students
who  break this policy will have their phone taken up and sent to the office.  This includes



smartwatch usage in the classroom. If it is seen or heard, it will be removed.

Sign & Return to Teacher
Parent Signature___________________________________________________________________

Parent Contact _____________________________________________________________________

Student Signature__________________________________________________________________


